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Balochi language 


Balochi Baldci ) is a Northwestern Iranian language 

spoken primarily in the Balochistan region divided between 
Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan. 
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Phonology 


Vowels 

The Balochi vowel system has at least eight vowels: five long and 
three shortThese are /a: /, /e: /, /i: /, /o: /, /u: /, /a/, /i/ and /u/. 
The short vowels have more centralized phonetic quality than the 
long vowels. The variety spoken in Karachi also has nasalized 
vowels, most importantly /e : / and /a: /.^ 


Consonants 

The following table shows consonants which are common to both 
Northern and Southern BalochiThe consonants /s/, /z/, Ini, / r/ 
and /l/ are articulated as alveolar in Western Balochi. The plosives 
It/ and /d/ are dental in both dialects. 


Balochi 


Baldci 



Balochi in Balo-Rabi and Latin script 


Native to 

Pakistan, Iran, 
Afghanistan, 
Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan 

Region 

Balochistan 

Ethnicity 

Balochis and some 
Brahuis 

Native speakers 

7.6 million (2007)! 1 ] 

Language 

family 

Indo-European 

■ Indo-lranian 

■ Iranian 

- Western 
Iranian 

■ Northwestern 

■ Balochi 

Dialects 

Koroshi 

Official status 

Regulated by 

Balochi Academy, 
Quetta, Pakistan 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

bal (https://www. 

loc.gov/standard 

s/iso639-2/php/la 

ngcodes_name.php? 

code_ID=43) 

ISO 639-3 

bal - inclusive 


code 

Individual codes: 
bgp - Eastern 


















Balochi 

bgn - Western 

Balochi 

bcc - Kachi 

Dialect(Southern 

Balochi) 

kti - Koroshi 


Glottolog balol 260 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/balol260)[ 2 l 

Linguasphere 58-AAB-a > 58- 

AAB-aa (East 
Balochi) + 58- 
AAB-ab (West 
Balochi) + 58- 
AAB-ac (South 
Balochi) + 58- 
AAB-ad 
(Bashkardi) 



Geographic distribution of Balochi 
(yellow) and other Iranian languages 



Play media 


A speaker of Eastern Balochi 
recorded for Wikitongues 



Labial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Retroflex 

Palato- 

alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop 

P b 

t d 


t 4 



k g 

? 

Affricate 





f/ <r 3 




Fricative 



s z 


J 3 [cnl] 



h [cn 2] 

Tap 



r 

-j-[cn 3] 





Nasal 

m 


n 






Approximant 

w 


1 



j 


























Notes 


1. Words with / 3 / are uncommon. 

2. Word-initial /h/ is dropped in Balochi as spoken in Karachi. 

3. The retroflex tap has a very limited distribution. 

In addition, /f/ occurs in a few words in Southern Balochi. /x/ (voiceless velar fricative) in some loanwords 
in Southern Balochi corresponding to /// (voiceless uvular fricative) in Western Balochi; and /y/ (voiced 
velar fricative) in some loanwords in Southern Balochi corresponding to /ts/ (voiced uvular fricative) in 
Western Balochi. 

In Eastern Balochi, it is noted that the stop and glide consonants may also occur as aspirated allophones in 
word initial position as[p h t h j; h tj h k h ] and [w h ]. Allophones of stops in postvocalic position include 
for voiceless stops, [f 0 x] and for voiced stops [|3 5 y]. /n 1/ are also dental i z ed as [n 1]J 6 ^ 

Grammar 


The normal word order is subject-object-verb. Like many other Indo-Iranian languages, Balochi also 
features split ergativity. The subject is marked as nominative except for the past tense constructions where 
the subject of a transitive verb is marked as oblique and the verb agrees with the object/ 7 ' 


Numerals 

Much of the Balochi number system is borrowed from Persian.^ According to Mansel Longworth Dames, 
Bolochi writes the first twelve numbers as follows:^ 




Cardinal numerals Ordinal numerals 


Balochi 

Kachi Dialect 

English 

Balochi 

Kachi Dialect 

English 

Yak 

Yak 

Onel a l 

PeshT 

Pesari - Pesi 

First 

Ya 

DuhmT, gudT 

Domi - God’d’i 

Second 

Do 

Do 

Two 

Saimi, sohmT 

Saemi 

Third 

Sai 

Sae 

Three 

ChyarumT 

Caromi 

Fourth 

Chyar 

Car 

Four 

PhahchumT 

Pancumi 

Fifth 

Phanch 

Pane 

Five 

ShashumT 

Sasomi 

Sixth 

Shash 

Sas 

Six 

HaptumT 

Haptomi 

Seventh 

Hapt 

Hapt 

Seven 

HashtumT 

Hastomi 

Eighth 

Havd 

NuhmT 

Nohomi 

Ninth 

Hasht 

Hast 

Eight 

DahmT 

Dahomi 

Tenth 

Hazhd 

YazdamT 

Yazdahim 

Eleventh 

Nuh 

Noh 

Nine 

DwazdamT 

Dowazdahomi 

Twelfth 

Dah 

Dah 

Ten 




Yazhdah 

Yazdah 

Eleven 




Yazdah 




Dwazhdnh 

Dowazdah 

Twelve 




Dwazdah 





Notes 

a. The latter ya is with nouns while yak is used by itself. 

Dialects 


There are two main dialects: the dialect of the Mandwani (northern) tribes and the dialect of the Domki 
(southern) tribes/ 10 ' The dialectal differences are not very significant/ 10 ] One difference is that grammatical 
terminations in the northern dialect are less distinct compared with those in the southern tribes/ 10 ] An 
isolated dialect is Koroshi, which is spoken in the Qashqai tribal confederation in the Fars province. Koroshi 
distinguishes itself in grammar and lexicon among Balochi varieties/ 11 ] 


Writing system 


Balochi was not a written language before the 19th century/ 12 ] and the Persian script was used to write 
Balochi wherever necessary/ 12 ] However, Balochi was still spoken at the Baloch courts. 

British colonial officers first wrote Balochi with the Latin script/ 13 ] Following the creation of Pakistan, 
Baloch scholars adopted the Persian alphabet. The first collection of poetry in Balochi, Gulbang by Mir Gul 
Khan Nasir was published in 1951 and incorporated the Arabic Script. It was much later that Sayad Zahoor 
Shah Hashemi wrote a comprehensive guidance on the usage of Arabic script and standardized it as the 





Balochi Orthography in Pakistan and Iran. This earned him the title of the 'Father of Balochi'. His guidelines 
are widely used in Eastern and Western Balochistan. In Afghanistan, Balochi is still written in a modified 
Arabic script based on Persian. 

In 2002, a conference was held to help standardise the script that would be used for Balochi/ 14 ] 


Orthography 

The following alphabet was used by Syed Zahoor Shah Hashmi in his lexicon of Balochi Sayad Ganj (>^ 
£) (lit. Sayad's Treasure) Z 15 ^ 16 ] 

(J i? i0 JS if ijj if ij iimf iimf ijf ij* ij id ij if if i£, < idJ ii-S i^ il il 


Kachi dialect(Southern Balochi) standarded Alphabets 

The Balochi alphabet, standardized by Balochi Academy Sarbaz, consists of 29 letters/ 17 ] 



Latin 

Arabic 

Example words 


A / a 

f- 

Aps(Horse) - Apserk(Cold) 


A / a (aa) 

T 

Ap(Water) - Amad(Ready) 


B/b 

w*/>/j 

Bal(Wing) - Bask(Arm) 


C / c (ch) 

£?/* 

Coll(Channel) 


D/d 

) 

Dast(hand) 


D / d’ (dh) 

* \> 

i <= 

Damp(Fucking) 


E / e (e) 

f- 

Ezm(art) Ezmkar(artist) 


E / e (ie) 

ii_i_/J 

Eran(lran) 


G/g 

J,{,f 

Guhar(Sister) Gal(happy) Gall(group) 


H/h 


Hapt(seven) Hoda(god) 


1 / i (0 

tV 

_ 

Pir(old) Sir(wedding) 


J/j 


Jost(question) Jah(place) 


K/k 

jL/flf 

Kaur(river) Kamm(little) 


L /1 

Jill) 

Lait’(lamp) 


M / m 

SI si. 

Mam(beer) Ma(we,us) Man(l) 


N / n 

jl>l; 

Nal(one of Balochi Promise) 


O / o (6) 

* 

Poll(flower) 


6 / d (ou) 

9 

Opar(hope) 


P / p 

i^S-l J>l. 

* * * 

Pad(foot) Pask(shirt) 


R/ r 

V 

Rang(color) Rop(Clean) Ropag(cleaner) 


S/s 

^T"* / 1** / 9* 

Sang(marriage) 


S / s (sh) 

{J* / 9** / 9* 1 

Sap(night) 









T/t 

/>/*" 

Tors(fear) 


t /1’ (th) 

<= 

Tulask(tower) 


U / u (u) 

ft 1 f 

Lud’ 


W / w 

f 

Wad(salt) Wad’(kind) 


Y/y 

«• 

Yak(one) 


Z/z 

V 

Zend(live) Zit(soon) Zor(power) 


Z / z (zh) 

v 

Zand(tierd) 


Ligatures / digraphs 


/E / ae (ae) 


Sae(three) Tau ae(you are) 


Ai / ai (ay) 

J 

Tai(yours) Mai(our) 


Au / au (aw) 

f 

Kaur(river) Maut(death 



Latin alphabet 

The following Latin-based alphabet was adopted by the International Workshop on "Balochi Roman 
Orthography" (University of Uppsala, Sweden, 28-30 May 2000) 

Alphabetical order 

aabcdd’efgghifjklmnopqrrsstfuuvwxyzzayaw (33 letters and 2 digraphs) 



Letter 

Example words 

A / a 

bawar (snow/ice), cattre (umbrella), bachek (son) 

A / a 

darman (medicine), wadh (salt) 

B / b (be) 


C / c (cbe) 


D / d (c/e) 


D/d’ 

/s the same as R /r (fe) so this latter is preferably used to simplify the orthography. 

E/e 


F / f (fe) 

Only used for loanwords: Frans (France), farmaysi (pharmacy). 

G / g (ge) 


G/g 

Like ghaen in Perso-Arabic script. 

Used for loanwords and in eastern dialects: ghair (others), ghali (carpet), ghaza (noise) 

H / h (be) 


1 / i (/) 


1 / f (0 


J / j (/e) 


K / k (be) 


L /1 (/e) 


M / m (me) 


N / n (ne) 


O / o (o) 


P / p (pe) 


Q / q (£7*5) 


R / r (re) 


R / r (re) 


S / s (se) 


S / s (se) 

es (this) 

T /1 (fe) 


t /1' (f’e) 


U / u 


0 / u (tv) 

Sounds like the "oo" in English word "root". 

V / v (i/e) 

Exclusively used for loanwords (like in the English words: service, very). 

W / w (i/i/e) 

hawa (wind) 

X / x (kbe) 

Xuda (God) 

Y / y (ye) 

biryani (meat in rice) 

Z / z (ze) 

zor (power) 

Z / z (ze) 

mauz (waves) 

Latin digraphs 


Ay / ay 



Aw / aw 
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